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REA CAN /BE I RUT 
BOMBING 


ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGH' 
27 December 1983 


JENNINGS: President Reagan said today he took the full 
responsibility to stop the failure of the suicide attack which 
killed 240 servicemen in Beirut. That's exactly what you might 
expect the commander-in-chief to say. Mr. Reagan had just 
finished reading the results of a Pentagon investigation into 
that attack, and it' finds there was inadequate security for the 
Marines and that the whole chain of command should take the 
blame. We begin with ABC's Mike von Fremd. 

VON FREMD: After spending the weekend studying the Pentagon 
report, the president announced there is no one to blame but 
himself. REAGAN: If there is to be blame, it properly rests 
here in this office and with this president, -and I accept 
responsibility for the bad as well as the good. 

VON FREMD: The president explained that the Marines were up 
against a sophisticated state-sponsored terrorism for which they 
simply weren't prepared to deal with. REAGAN: I do not 
believe, therefore, that the local commanders on the ground, men 
who have already suffered quite ' enough, should be punished for 
not fully comprehending the nature of today 's .terrorist threat. 

VON FREMD: . But Senator Patrick Leahey on the intelligence 
committee insisted that the Marines and others must share some 
of the blame. SEN. PATRICK J. LEAHEY (D-Vt., Select Committee 
on Intelligence): I think the commission headed by Admiral Long 
is right when it says the military should bear some of the ’ 
responsibility, but I would hope that it would not make the 
mistake of putting all the blame on the military at all, the 
military put .in an impossible situation. There was a bad 
foreign policy decision. 

VON FREMD: The president later flew to Los Angeles for a week's 
vacation, hoping that his decision to accept the blame would 
spare the country the painful process of hearings and reviews 
looking over and over again into just why it happened. But it 
doesn't appear that will completely be the case. Speaker Tip 
O'Neill has already received petitions from over 70 members of 
Congress asking that the attack on the Marines and the Reagan- 
policy in the Mideast be the first order of business when the 
Congress returns. Mike von Fremd, ABC News, Los Angeles. 

MCWETHY: This is John McWethy at the Pentagon. The president's 
intervention effectively drops any attempt by the military to 
formally discipline its officers for poor judgment prior to the 
Beirut bombing. While the bombing report produced by a 
commission -headed by Ret. Admiral Robert Long has not yet been 
made available to the public, ABC News has learned that.it 
sharply criticizes two of the on-the-ground commanders, Col. 
Timothy Garrity and Lt. Col. Howard *Gerlach, both Marines. 
Gerlach is still recovering from severe wounds received in the 
terrorist bombing. Pentagon sources say. the Long Commission 
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